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a Pyrrhic victory. On a front of three miles they
had advanced more than a mile, and the former sag
in their line was now replaced by a pronounced sag
in the enemy's. But the cost had been high, and
the losses of the defence were probably not greater
than those of the attack. And the battle was to have
an even more serious result. Neuve Chapelle was a
test action, and the deduction from it was to have a
sinister effect on the Allies' conduct of the war. For
both to the British themselves and to the French
Staff, who looked on with the liveliest interest, it
appeared that, after making all allowances for inex-
perience and blunders, the new plan was justified.
Guns could blast a way for infantry through the
strongest defences. Clearly the attack must be on
a broader front. On a broad front, granted limitless
supplies of guns and shell, it seemed that success was
assured. This view, as we shall see, dominated all
the plans for 1915, and its many weaknesses were
left undiscovered in the obsession which had fallen
upon the allied commands. More serious was the
fact that it ossified the study of tactics, and turned
the war for long into a contest less of brains than of
blind material force. A false step had been taken
which for three years was to be left unretrieved.
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In April the Germans introduced a new weapon
by their use of poison gas in the action known as the
Second Battle of Ypres.
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